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come a place of considerable trade since the
opening of gold mines in the Transvaal.
DELAND', margaeetta wade campbell
(1857- ), one of the foremost American
novelists of the modern period. She was
born in Allegheny, Pa., and was educated in
private schools. She taught drawing in New
York until 1880, when she married and re-
moved to Boston. Her first novel, John
Ward, Preacher (1888), was widely popular.
Among her other books are Old Chester
Tales, Dr. Lavender's People, The Awak-
ening of Helena Richie, The Iron Woman,
The Hands of Esau, The Rising Tide and a
volume of poems. Mrs. Deland's work is
characterized by true insight into character
and faithful portrayal of life of to-day.
DE LA BAMEE, de lah rah may", louisa.
See ramee, de la, louisa.
DELAEOCHE, delarohsh', paul (1797-
1856), probably the greatest painter of the
French school. He studied landscape paint-
ing for a short time, but applied himself
afterward to historical painting and rapidly
rose to eminence. His subjects are princi-
pally taken from French and English his-
tory. There is little real feeling or senti-
ment in his works, "but the pictorieal effect
is present to a high degree. Among his well-
known pictures are Death of Queen Eliza-
beth, Princes in the Tower, Joan of Are and
Napoleon at Fontaine'bleau.
file_0.wmf


ELAWARE, one of the original
thirteen states and the first to ratify the
Constitution, of the United States. It is next
to the smallest state in the Union; its size is
nearly twice that of Rhode Island. Delaware
is one of the Middle Atlantic group of states.
Its northern boundary forms the arc of a
circle, determined by a twelve-mile radius
-from the center of New Castle, to settle a
boundary dispute. The Delaware Bay and
River and the Atlantic Ocean are on the
east; Maryland is on the south and west.
 The popular name of the state is the blue
state, and Delaware soldiers in the
Revolutionary War were called the "Blue
Hen's chickens." The area is 2,370 square
miles, of which 405 are water. In 1930 the
population was 238,380, an average of 121 to
each square mile, 'as compared with 41 per
square mile for the entire country. Only
nine of the states have a greater number of
people to the square mile. The state ranks
forty-seventh in area and forty-sixth in
population. The peach blossom is the state
flower.
Surface. Except a small, hilly section in
the north, the surface is uniformly low and
level and is generally sandy. In the extreme
south there is much swamp land. The
highest elevation is only 440 feet above the
sea. The coast of Delaware Bay is marshy,
and some of the land is enclosed by dykes
and thus rendered tillable. The Atlantic
coast has many sand beaches enclosing shal-
low lagoons. Near the western boundary,
a low wooded ridge extends southward from
the Christiana and Brandywine rivers. Cy-
press Swamp, on the southern border, is
twelve miles long and six miles wide. The
height of land between Chesapeake and
Delaware bays divides the state into two
drainage areas. To the west of this divide
the rivers flow into the Chesapeake Bay. To
the east they flow into the Delaware River,
Bay and the Atlantic. The rivers of Dela-
ware, though numerous, are all small.
Climate. The climate is mild and health-
ful. Autumn is particularly mild, and frosts
seldom occur before the middle of October,
The mean temperature is about 55°. The
average rainfall is about forty-five inches.
Agriculture. Delaware is an agricultural
state, notwithstanding it lies in the great in-
dustrial belt of the United States. Improved
farm lands occupy eighty-five per cent of its
entire area, nearly as large a proportion as
in any other state. Delaware some years ago
seemed to be the natural home of the peach,
but apples, small fruits and vegetables are
now raised in greater abundance for the
great city markets. Delaware's early apple
crop is large and is in great demand. Al-
though fruit-growing is the chief industry,
tomatoes, cereals, peas, beans and clover seed
are also important products. The total value
of farm products, at average prices, is about
$15,000,000 per year. Corn and wheat are
the most important field crops.

